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Date:      March 27, 2008
REQUEST TO HOST CLINTON CAMPAIGN EVENT AT 

WASHIGNTON HIGH SCHOOL 

On Wednesday, March 26, 2008 Dr. Robert Zimmerman, Superintendent of the South Bend Community School Corporation informed the Hillary Clinton campaign staff that their request to hold a “town hall meeting” at Washington High School had been denied.

This decision was given considerable thought and was made by Dr. Zimmerman after contacting the Board of School Trustees, members of the SBCSC administrative staff and the Clinton campaign staff. Several reasons were considered before making this decision. 

1. This rally was a public event and not a student event.  The event was to be free and open to the public. It was not intended for Washington High School students.  The only students who would be invited to attend would be voting age seniors.

2. The #1 concern of the South Bend Community School Corporation is the safety and security of our students. The size and scope of this event could have increased risk to student safety.  Having several thousand additional citizens arriving at the same time students were walking, driving and arriving by bus would have been very chaotic. Arrangements requested by the campaign staff would have restricted students moving between classes and to the cafeteria.

3. It has been a long standing practice of the South Bend Community School Corporation not to allow political campaigning during the school day by students, faculty or staff.  Political campaigns may rent a school facility after hours to hold an event.  The South Bend Community School Corporation would have been willing to work with the Clinton staff to arrange an event after school hours.

After weighing all of the issues surrounding the proposed Clinton campaign appearance, the request was denied.
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